P24815.A02 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Upon entry of the present amendments, the status of the claims will be as 
is shown below. This listing of claims replaces all previous versions and listings 
of claims in the present application. 

1. (Original) An autofocus system for a camera, comprising: 

a contrast focus detector which detects a position of a focusing lens 
group, at which a contrast of an object image which passes through a 
photographing optical system reaches a maximum while moving said focusing 
lens group via a lens driver, said contrast focus detector defining said position of 
said focusing lens group at which said contrast of said object image reaches a 
maximum as a contrast in-focus position; 

a phase-difference focus detector which separates a light bundle of said 
object image into two light bundles so that said two light bundles are formed as 
two object images on a light-receiving element to detect a phase difference 
between said two object images formed thereon, said phase-difference focus 
detector defining a position of said focusing lens group at which an in-focus state 
is obtained for said object as a phase-difference in-focus position; and 

a controller for moving said focusing lens group via said lens driver to one 
of said phase-difference in-focus position and said contrast in-focus position, 
wherein said controller adjusts a moving range of said focusing lens group for 
detecting said contrast by said contrast focus detector in accordance with a 
degree of reliability of said phase-difference in-focus position. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The autofocus system according to claim 1 , 
wherein said reliability corresponds to a minimum value of a correlation function 
of said two object images, 

wherein said controller moves said focusing lens group to a start position 
away spaced from said phase-difference in-focus position by a first moving 
amount i n th e cas e wh e r e when said minimum value is smaller than a 
predetermined value, and by a second moving amoun t i n th e cas e wh e r e when 
said minimum value is one of equal to and greater than said predetermined 
value, so as to detect said contrast while moving said focusing lens group from 
said start position in a direction toward said phase-difference in-focus position, 
the absolute value of said second moving amount being greater than the 
absolute value of said first moving amount. 

3. (Currently Amended) The autofocus system according to claim 1, 
wherein said reliability corresponds to the inclination-angles angle formed by a of 
twe-correlation l in e s b e tw e en which a m i nimum valu e of a corr e lat i on funct i on of 
said two obj e ct imag e s i s pos i tion e d line and a horizontal line , 

wherein the intersection of said correlation line and said horizontal line 
corresponds to a minimum value of a correlation function of said two object 
images, 

wherein said controller moves said focusing lens group to a start position 
aw a y spaced from said phase-difference in-focus position by a first moving 
amount in th e cas e wh e r e when said inclination angle s um-is one of equal to and 
greater than a predetermined value, and by a second moving amount in th e cas e 
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wh e r e when said inclination angle minimum valu e is smaller than said 
predetermined value, so as to detect said contrast while moving said focusing 
lens group from said start position in a direction toward said phase-difference in- 
focus position, the absolute value of said second moving amount being greater 
than the absolute value of said first moving amount. 

4. (Original) The autofocus system according to claim 2, wherein a 
direction of movement of said focusing lens group by each of said first moving 
amount and said second moving amount is a direction toward infinity from said 
phase-difference in-focus position. 

5. (Original) The autofocus system according to claim 2, wherein a 
direction of movement of said focusing lens group by each of said first moving 
amount and said second moving amount is a direction toward the minimum 
photographing distance position from said phase-difference in-focus position. 

6. (Original) The autofocus system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
phase-difference focus detector is provided as a unit which is independent of 
said contrast focus detector. 

7. (Original) An autofocus system, comprising: 

a contrast focus detector which detects a position of a focusing lens 
group, at which a contrast of an object image which passes through a 
photographing optical system reaches a maximum while moving said focusing 
lens group via a lens driver, said contrast focus detector defining said position of 
said focusing lens group at which said contrast of said object image reaches a 
maximum as a contrast in-focus position; 
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a phase-difference focus detector which separates a light bundle of said 
object image into two light bundles so that said two light bundles are formed as 
two object images on a light-receiving element to detect a phase difference 
between said two object images formed thereon, said phase-difference focus 
detector defining a position of said focusing lens group at which an in-focus state 
is obtained for said object as a phase-difference in-focus position; and 

a controller for moving said focusing lens group via said lens driver to one 
of said phase-difference in-focus position and said contrast in-focus position, 
wherein said controller adjusts a distance from a position of said focusing lens 
group to said phase-difference in-focus position, for detecting said contrast by 
said contrast focus detector in accordance with a degree of reliability of said 
phase-difference in-focus position. 

8. (Currently Amended) An autofocus method, comprising: 

separating a light bundle of an object image into two light bundles so that 
said two light bundles are formed as two object images on a light-receiving 
element to detect a phase difference between the two object images formed 
thereon; 

defining a position of a focusing lens group at which an in-focus state is 
obtained for said object as a phase-difference in-focus position; 

detecting a position of a the focusing lens group, at which a contrast of an 
object image which passes through a photographing optical system reaches a 
maximum while moving said focusing lens group; 
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commencing a lens driving operation, wherein a distance from said phase- 
difference in-focus position is controlled in accordance with a degree of reliability 
of said phase-difference in-focus position, and 

defining said position of said focusing lens group at which said contrast of 
said object image reaches a maximum as a contrast in-focus position! 

s e parat i ng a l ight bundl e of sa i d obj e ct imag e i nto two li ght bund le s so that 

said two l ight bund l es ar e form e d as two obj e ct i mages on a li ght r e c ei v i ng 
ele m e nt to d e t e ct a phas e d i ff e r e nc e b e tw ee n said two obj e ct imag e s form e d 
th e r e on; 

defining a pos i tion of sa i d focus i ng Ions group at wh i ch an in focus stat e i s 
obta i n e d for said obj e ct as a phas e d i ff e r e nc e in focus pos i tion; and 

comm e ncing a l e ns driving op e rat i on, wh e r ei n a distanc e from sa i d phas e 

d i ff e r e nce i n focus pos i t i on i s contro l l e d i n accordanc e with a d e gro o of r eli ab i lity 
of sa i d phase d i ff e r e nc e i n focus pos i tion . 
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